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Lent — On Our Way to the Resurrection Life

“‘What are you giving up for Lent?” Giving up something for Lent is a long-standing custom for many
people who grew up in the church. But if we are honest, too often giving up something for the 40 days
of Lent, turns into a demonstration of our willpower — proving to God and ourselves that we can do

it. And if we aren’t careful, we begin to look forward to the arrival of Easter so that we can once again
indulge in whatever it is that we have given up. On Easter morning, we put on our best clothes and
gather to celebrate Jesus’ resurrection and the new life he offers and brings to us. And then on Sunday
afternoon, life returns to ‘normal’ — we can eat our chocolate, drink our soft drinks and return to our old
habits and ways. OK ... maybe I'm being a bit hyperbolic! But all too often, it seems that Lent and
Easter come and go and we remain unchanged. It shouldn’t be that way!

During this season of Lent, let us commit to give up those things that distract us and keep us from
focusing on God. Let us give up some of the things that fill our time, and replace them with disciplines
that slow us down and create space to experience and enjoy God’s presence. During Lent, let us ‘take-
up’ new practices (see ideas below) that will enable us to consciously and purposefully assess and
deepen our relationship and life with Christ — practices that open us to the power and presence of the
Spirit renewing us and transforming us, so that we might live life well as we continue to become people
who live and love like Jesus. And then, let’'s gather on Easter morning to celebrate the resurrection of
Christ and the resurrection life that has emerged in us and from us during the season of Lent.

Here are few practices you might ‘take-up’ during Lent:

+ Begin each day with prayer and a devotion

+ End each day with quiet time reflecting upon your day and how you experienced and shared God'’s
love and grace.

« Participate in the “Deliberate Acts of Kindness Challenge” (see page 6).

+ Place a dollar in an envelope for our Mozambique Source of Life Ministry and offer a prayer for our
sister church (Chongoene) and the foster families touched by our joint ministry.

+ Go to www.thebibleproject.com or download the ‘ReadScripture” app on your phone or tablet and
explore this Scripture reading plan “that utilizes short-form, fully animated videos to make the biblical
story accessible to everyone, everywhere.”

+ Join one of our weekly study groups (Sunday at 8:00AM or 10:45; Tuesday at 10:30; Thursday at
Gambrill Gardens at 7PM).

See ya Sunday,
Pastor Dan



We are back in our sanctuary!

A terrific breakfast was followed by a prayer of thanksgiving for our
Fellowship Hall, for the construction companies who repaired our
sanctuary walls, and for the Bethel members involved in the
process.

A celebratory ribbon cuttingand..f i nal | 'y wor shi.p

Added bonus....It was Scouting Sunday and families from our
charter, Troop 456, joined us for worship!
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Five Practices

In October 2016, we launched an initiative to develop and implement action plans for
improving and expanding Bethel's ministries. Over the last four months, twenty-five people
participated in monthly planning groups to brainstorm ideas and identify potential 'next steps' to

enhance these ministries. And now, we are excited and ready to launch some of these new ideas

(see complete list below and on the next page).

In March, we will kick off our "Deliberate Acts of Kindness" Challenge and we will add a new
element to worship in which folks from the congregation share their story of how God has changed

and transformed their lives. If you'd like to participate in making these ideas become a reality,
please contact Pastor Dan or one of the team facilitators (indicated with an * below)

Radical Hospitality

Team: Jeff* & Carol Fothergill, John & Daun Holdmeyer, Bert Foster, Gordon Gilliatt,

Angie Brawley, Ruth Anne Krueger, Sheila Olive (*facilitator)
Strategic Goal 1: Make people feel comfortable
Strategic Goal 2: Market ourselves as we are—a family church

e Rebuild the Call List in order to communicate and check-on shut-ins
o Build a team of mentors

« Invite Activities, such as Garage Sale / Chili Cook-off

Passionate Worship

Team: Judy Baugus*, Tom & Elaine Hellweg, Chylene Daub (*facilitator)
Strategic Goal 1: Undergird all Bethel worship with prayer
Strategic Goal 2: Encourage spiritual readiness for worship

e Prayer team members pray for all parts of worship

o Encourage the congregation to pray every day by giving the congregation a daily prayer
guide each week; create an insert of prayer concerns and needs

o Modify our worship experience with “gathering” music, slides or film clips, and a centering
prayer to create a worship mood, to ready the Spirit for worship and to prepare for the
message.




Intentional Faith Development

Team: Ed* & Cindy Aderman, Diana Walsh, Helen Krudop, Dale Reed (*facilitator)

Strategic Goal 1: Reach out and inspire the Bethel family to grow their faith through
member testimonials during the worship service.

Strategic Goal 2: Provide faith development materials to Bethel members that are shut
in or not able to attend worship on Sunday.

« Give individual testimonials during worship that highlight that we are each in a different place
in our faith walk; the talks will include what brought us to our faith and what helps us grow.
Provide materials for Intentional Faith Development for others to take following that worship
service.

e Provide written & electronic media materials of the worship service to members unable to
attend.

o Periodically, offer short studies such as a Bible 101 class.

Risk-taking Mission and Service

Team: Pastor Dan*, Jim Baugus, Sue Easterby, Shirley Giebel, Carolyn Reed, Goggie & Stan
Sween, Diana Camden (*facilitator)

Strategic Goal 1: Challenge and encourage the congregation to discover ways to serve
God by serving others

Strategic Goal 2: To encourage engagement with people outside our normal circles of
interactions.

« Challenge the members of our congregation to individually perform a Deliberate Act of
Kindness each week and share their experience with the congregation the following Sunday.
Once a month, join with friends to perform the group activity.

e Interact with new people through community service opportunities here in Wildwood.




LET0S GET STARTED!

Are you ready to gekisgaMiedi wntan®i SErvice?
intimdating, dondt you think? How about Del i be

The team came up with the following ideas f ol
easy for Bethel folks. The | ast two weeks of t|
comfort zone a I|ittle bit, but we can do it!

Give i1t a try and see whnatouar sdeilfvfeesr eanncde oitth ecr:

Deliberate Acts of Kindness for March

Week of March 5 |Send a card or note to let someone know you're thankful for them;
be specific

Week of March 12 | Call someone you haven't seen for awhile to catch up on how they
are doing and to let them know you’re thinking of them

Week of March 19 |Buy a greeting card, include a message and a gift card or cash;
give to a new neighbor or a stranger

Week of March 26 |Buy or have coffee with/for a stranger or new acquaintance

March Group Call a few friends and help an elderly neighbor/church member
Activity clean up their yard
DATE AV BREAKFAST GREETERS USHERS FELLOWSHIP
Margie Dave Strickland
Mar. 5 Muthukumaru |& Gary Hayes |Brenda Krueger |Ron Guentz Diane Koonce
Carla DeSalme |Ruth Anne Sheila Olive &
Mar. 12 & Alison Verbeck|Krueger Bert Foster Chuck Hoker
Tom & Diane  |Ruth Anne
Mar. 19 Diane Koonce |Koonce Krueger
Margie Carla DeSalme |Don & Roberta Sherryl Rohlf &
Mar. 26 Muthukumaru |& Sue Easterby [Verbeck Diana Camden
Dave Strickland
Apr. 2 Carla DeSalme |& Gary Hayes  |Brenda Krueger |Ron Guentz Diane Koonce
We need help bm pSHumdawl?ar, we need another
could use another A/ V person-:458RI5éba saendc avretbddt p
on the schedul e We 6| | send you a reminder to
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Faith In Action Weekend
April 29-30th, 2017

Community Outreach Project:
Wildwood Drug Takeback—April 29th 10 am—2 pm

Are you interested in an opportunity to engage with the Wildwood Community? Expired or

unneeded prescription drugs can be returned on this day to Wildwood’s City Hall for proper

disposal. Two or three volunteers are needed to man the takeback table. Perfect job for

someone who enjoys engaging with the community and those who aren’t available to
participate in our Sunday project(s). Pl ease contact the office iIf i

Our Assembly Project—April 30th:

“Summer Kid Bags” for Circle of Concern
(ASummer o! ! 1 222272 How i s that poss

Near the end of May, school will recess for the summer and Circle of Concern
will provide as many of their families with “Summer Kid Bags” as possible.
These bags contain kid-friendly breakfasts and lunches. Last year, Bethel
provided 202 bags—we want to help again this year!

While kit assembly will occur on April 30th, we have to get started collecting our
kit ingredients right away!

COLLECTION DATE |ITEM TO BRING! NUMBER NEEDED
FOR A SINGLE KIT

March 19 Canned Pasta (small cans—approx. 14 0z.) 2

March 26 Peanut Butter (plastic jar—16 0z.) 1

April 2 Jelly (plastic jar—16 0z.) 1

April 9 Granola Bars (6 or 8 bar box) 1

April 16 Boxes of Mac ‘n Cheese 3

April 23 Boxes of Cereal (kid friendly varieties) 2

Pl e d\Dg | as s Ap aways,!if you prefer to make a cash donation (rather than
shopping), we’ll bundle up the cash donations and purchase the items needed to complete the
kits. Please consider participating in this service project. Circle of Concern was so thankful
last year for our participation in the Summer Kid Bag program!
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8:00—8:30 Contemporary Issues Group
9:25-10:30 Worship
10:30 — 10:45 Fellowship
10:45 - 11:45 Learning opportunities for all ages
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